Ll

MARYLAN

s

D GAZETTE. B

A 3 T

_I LXVIth YEaR]

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 1809,

[No. 5277 §

gpigceliany.

LETTER L

SIR,

\\7lwd of 16 years of war, which hus
v rile to the Income Tax—which has
wled » part of every man's eftate to be
enatedy under the nine of Rcdc-mpllon ot
and Tax, which has banithed guineas from
e land, and made bank notes a legal :ur]dtr,
Lich has feen the Habeas Corpus or Perlonal
ety Act for many years lul'pcndcd-whn:dl
. drained the kingdom ot its youth and its
zour, leaving the next generation to be the
fpring of decrepitude, dc?ornnly and imbe-
lity—which has thus entailed upon the na-
on uglinels, and weaknefs, and dlfcufc—-:
bd which, while it has robbed the land of
cufands upon thoufands of the beft of its
wourers, 10 order to convert them into de-
wders of Sicily, and other foreign countries,
vintreduced thoufands and thoufands of fo-
isuers to defend the fame land.—At fuch a
7e, when every eye in the nation is anxiouf-
fxed vpon the great, and, in all probabili-
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cnemy, 1t appears to nie, that it nm’fjﬁc
ful, publicly to ftate certain fadls, relating
the mode of carrying on a war of fuch
arifome length and fuch defolating confe-
ence ; and that this ftatement may, from
maaner, lofe none of its intrinfic importance,
s the fecond time in my life, prefume to
rels myfelt dire@ly 1o your majelty, tak-
b care, that in this inftance, no keeper of
cial papers {hall, as in 4 recent one, have
b his power to gaible, or to fupprefs uny
t of that which I write,
‘hat your majefty is not well informed as
the great and interclting matters upon
ich 1 am addreffug you, I, without the
blleft helitation conclude = Firft, becaule the
alures of yoirr fervants, through whom
rinformation mult coine, are in no wile
dlated for the real ftate of things ; and,
pudly, becaule, Tuppoling thole fervants to .
tlsboth talents and zeal fuflicient for all
jurpafes of their refpedtive ftations, their
las, from the moment they entered rhofe
ts, been almoft wholly engroffed by eu-
ours to defend themfelves, and o unnoy
degrade their own political enemies and
f Majely’s fate fervants, As men may be
'fd by too much light, fo a people may be
i1 errory may be deceived and ruined, by
mtans of the prefs, which, unperverted,
puell calcutated to enfure the conllant
aghof truth 5 and I have tor my partno
bty that withh all our parade of publicity,
all our oftentation of unreferve, there ic
" whole world, no prople, wha, in pre-
01 to their magnitude, underftand fo -
ttheir public affuivs a5 i underftood by
people of this kingdom. Were not this
cale Gir, it would be impoffible that the
¥ Mould be in lds prefent flourithing
y With relpe@ to his internal and other
ireesy while England poffeiles Tuch means
utting off’ thofe refources,

1 that the coalting
| chimates,

btk without the
IEN every eye in the nation, at the 1 north

trade of’ Napoleon embraces
and that a maritime commuaication

i ! luctw_u:n his e eral countries nuft be not on.
_ === s 1y ot vatt benefit to him, but in I
— P . oy r YN « ’ ome carcs’
COYBET's LETTER TO THE KING, | l-t;CL"fT:lvy to the exiflence of the people, Some
. e ar e T winy y
Ly ra MARATIME WARAGAINST FRANGE, 1 ot thele countries muft fupply the others with
P t corn, [

Without the oil and the lilks,and the
cotton, thele countries might exift; but the
touthern could not, in many cafes, poflibly ex-
neceflaries of life from the
and of carrying au this commerce

t_hcrc a1e no means other than thofe of a ma-
ribinge flature,

.
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_'The extent of this commerce, in the domi-
nions ot Napoleon, is fcarcely to be credited
by thole who are ot acquainted with the fadls.
Along the coalt of Naples, I ulcany, Genoa,
ul}d Piedmont 5 (rom the fouthern provinces
of T'rance and Marleilles. thiough Cette, and
the grand canal of Louis X1V, to Bourdeaux,
and thence along the Atlantic coalt of France,
the whole of the coaft of Holland, and into
th= Llbe 5 in thort, from the Baltic to the
fouthern point of Italy, all the copntries are
connz@ed Ly a chain of commercial intercourle
as complete, perhaps, as ever exilted™in the
)v.orld, and as advantageous as it is extenfive,
I'his commerce is, by your Mejefty’s fervants,
*poken of under the degrading appellation of
t* a mere cogsting trade ;" but this is precife-
Iy that trade which is really advantageous to
i natione—1f England wese cut off figw ull
| commenirRrionwitro el natians I v ikl

1 point of (tretfgth und happinefs fuffer no-
thing at all,  But cut off the communication
between London and the Coal Mines, the in-
habitants of London muft peril or difperfe.
Tlere are feveral branches of our coufting.
trade, of a degive of importance to us, great.
er than all our foreign commerce put together.
Ity for inttance, only one year’s interruption
were to tuke pluce in the exchange of ceals
for timber between Cumberland on the one
party and Hampfhire and Suffex on the other
pirty the woods of thefe latter counties muit
be burnt to keep the people from perifliing ;
whereby, as the exchange now going on, theft
woods are prelferved, the people have fuel in
plenty, and that fuel, atzer having given com-
fort in that capacity, becomes a valuable ma-
nure for the land.  One year’s interruption ot
this exchange would do England more harm
than would Be done by the finking of all fo-
reizn countries to the bottom of the fea.
This sy however, only one inflance, out of
hundreds, which might be enumerated ; and,
without any thing mors being faid, it muft, I
think, be as cleir as the fun at noon-day, that
it the cuemy wore able to put a ftop to our
coattigg vade, it might at once be afferted,
thut Die had it in bis power to reduce us to
ADis own tersy be they what they might.,

[s it not then worth the while of your ma-
seity's lervants—is it not worth thie while of
thats who arz intrulted with the condu@ing
ol the way, to inquire what is the extent of
the coutting uwade ot the French enmpire, and
to inform themlelves as o the means of de-
ftroyive, or, at leadt, interrupting that trade ?
To atwack, ur to cppofe, Napoleonin Spain,
Neuples, Sicily, Swedeny Denmark, Hanover
or i the Lalt or Wilt-Indies, is what it Wwould
be for an army to attack us in Nova.Scotia,
Canuda or in any ot our colonies, where tho’
a4 deteat might produce mortification, it would
not ferioufly atlezt us either in our comforts

he general opinion in this country is, that
€15 in 2 milerable ftate—that the people
dvving—and that asto commerce there
P more doubt o jts going onin the domi-
O'f_anolron than upon any of the itlets
¢ Thames, about Windfor' or Hampton
b This too, I conclude to be the opini-
your M'ajv:ﬂ._v; becaufe, as I betore ub-
“ your information as to fuch matters
¢ derived from your {ervants, prove, by
exprels declarations, as well as by their
uct, that fuch is their view of the fituati-
the empire of France. As to whether
,“J}*QS of Napoleon like or diflike bis
Menty or whether they be better or
TUOVSO\}I than they were under their
[ di'fn::'lg”s, thefe are queftions which
"y ‘5'110 no profity, becaule we pol-
o the vhereon to reafon—but with re-
o Cnmt'omml-rc:: of france, and that
e 1 1,?.1'{:1"& which is the only valua.
a,ﬁ, policls from the beft poffible fource
e ncency of Faéls to fhew, that upon
“Olect at lealt this has been the molt
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‘ I nations, and your majefty the moit
d of fovc.—cigns.
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I allude, is
| coafting tradc ;
Wions of Napoleon, or countries
| mo,r\t.xs tobe conﬁdtl:cq as-fomc-
b e dc lbmport:xnt than itis with us.
ang th:u:" t that. xhe. trade between
R «0al Mines is of a mlllion
fommg,:, e lu.Lngland than :.\l.l her fo-
be it Put 2ogether ; but it we caft

e wap ol Turaps, we fhall fee,

or in the fouices of our national ftrength,—
We (hould regret the lofs of Canada, perhaps,
or ot a Welt-Tadia Ttlaud 5 but the lofs, like
that of a clld out of & numeiovs family,
wouid udt be {elt in our affuirs,—We Thould
il be as rich and as frong as before ; but
tut otf the means ot fending corn and timber,
and ivow, and tin, and coal, along our coully
trom one part of the kingdom to the other,
and the dithiels i3 inflantly fele,  In fa&, the
different parts ot the kingdom can no more
difpente with the coafling trade; than the far-
mer can diipenfe with the aid of the black-
fmith and the wheelwright.

Tlus, it willy pexhaps, be faid, is not the
cafe with the countries under the dominion of
Napoleon. But will it then be aflferted that
thole countries, though extending almolt a-
crofs the whole of the European Continent,
and including fuch a variety of climates, are
neverthelefs fo circumitanced as to be able to
exift, and contentelly too, without any com-
merce with each other 3 that i to lay, with-
out any exchange of natural productions, or
of wanufaciures 7 Fhe truth is, that the com.
merce between the leveral parts of this vaft
empire is fo great, that conveys of eighty, a
hundred, and even of two hundred faily are
frequentiy feen, and by your majelly’s ﬂc.cts
tco, carrying on this trade in perteét fecuritys
Thele confilt chictly of luggers, or zebecs, of
a light draught of water, from 80 to 120
tuns burthen, and are navigated by a propor-
tionate namber ot feamen. There are em-
ployed in this comnerce, trom the river of
Bourdeans aloue, thirty thousand secmenand

upwards. The coafts of the Mediterranean
teem with commerce. Its ports, harbours
and bays, [warm with veffels ; and at o time
was the commerce fo great between KFrauce
and Italy on the one fidey and between France
auc'! Holland and the North, on the other lide,
33 1t is at this moment, while your Mujeity’s
fervants are boafting that they have. a navy
that feours the ocsun, and that . Logland
engrofles the commerce of the world.” While
lh_ty amufe themfelves, and the nation, with
this empty vaunting, the commerce of France,
and her vaffal flates, carried on almoft within
the reach of the naked eye of our admirals,
far exceeds, in the means of cohitributing to-
wards national ftrength, the commerce of
England and of all our allies. The general
perfusfion hece is, that all the people under
the fway of France, are fuffering from caufes
almoft fimilar to thofe which affec the inha-
bitanss of a befieged town ; that the people
of the North can get no wine nor oil, and
that thofe of the South cin gret no corn ; that
there are no materials to make goods of any
lort, and that all is decay and mifery, and
that, surely the poor, beggared, pinched peo-
ple mult, surely, they foon inuft be pulhed to
delperation ; mufl revolt, and muft tear Na-
poleon and Lis government to morfels. This
has been the expetation for years, in like
manner .as, for years before, Mr. Pitt an
Kept-alivemthe conftant—expetation, that-
France would become a dankrupt and would
then be compelled <o fubmit to her enemies.
As the nation was deceived then, fo it is de-
ceived now ; and fo, I greatly fear, it will
continue to be deceived, until a knowledge
and belief of the truth will come too late, 3
One thing, indeed, has flaggered many of
evel the credelous part of the nation ; and
that is the fa&, of Frauce being able itill to
renew her fquadrons and her maritime expe-
ditions,  For this aftonifhing power of creat.
ing a maritime force is altogether incompati-
ble with the affertions of your majefty’s fer-
vants refpedting the ruined flate of the com-
merce of France. The commerce of France
being ¢ annililated,” we cannot help won-
dering that the ports of Breft and Rochefort
thould be continually fending forth their {quad-
rons ;—we cannot help being furprifed and
fomewhat vexed at fecing a {quadron of 10
or 12 fail of the line come out of the ports
of France in thie fpace of a few months after
we have been congratulating ourfclves upon
the deftrution of the last of the enemy’s
fhips, The flect in Bafque Roads is fuid by
one of your Majefty's fervants to have been
worth feveral millions of pounds ferling, and
that the Calcutta alane was worth fix hundred
thouland pounds, being full of military and
naval {tores.—'To have effe@ed the deltrudli-
on of' the who!r~ of this fleet would have been
a [ubject of great joy  to have effected the
deftrudtion of part of it was a fubje@ of joy ;
but, in our hafte to ekprefs fuch joy, we for-
got to afk, how all thefe flores came to be
tound in the port of Rochefort fo many years
after we had ¢ [o coinpletely anniliilated the
commerce of France,” agreeably to the ten
thoutand times repeated affurances of your
Majefty's fervants. The fadt is, that not on-
ly from the Elbe and the Scheldt are the ports
of France {upplied, by the means of the coaft-
ing trade, with an abundance of naval ftores,
hut alfo from that part of Spain lying near
the Atlantic coaft, whence they receive iron,
pitch, tar, rafin, and fhip timber of various
forts, and in vaft quantities, at a rate much
cheaper than fome of thefe articles can pol-
fibly be brought to the arfenals of Portfmouth
and Plywouth, 1If this be the cafe,and I
feruple not to affert that it is the cale, what
are we doing ? What is the ufe which your
Majefty’s fervants are making of the immenfe
means which the induftry and patience of your
people put into their hands ? If there be a
commeice, fuch as I have deferibed, carsied
on between the different ports of Napoleon,
of what ule, as the means of keeping him in
check, are the thouland fhips of war now
employed ? Of what ufe is it, if this com-
metce iz to go on uninterrupted ; and of
whit ule is it that the fea is covered with
your Majelly’s (hips, and that hiftory will re-
cord the valour of your feamen ? Of what a.
vail is it, that we deflroy Fiench fhips of war,
while we leave in full vigour all the means of
.reating others to fupply their place 7 If this
Le the way of naking war, it malt be clear
to every one tlln’\t we cdn never ha'-".‘ Ft’.’l:c
without being expofed to imminent dangey ;
for it will requirc but a fhort fpace of time
for France to raife a navy'equal,.in number
at leaft, to any that we can poffely.

"I'he fecurity of this extentive and moft va-
luahle commerce of the French dominions a.
rifes, in great part, fiom the ufe of Jand fig-
nals, or telegraph:, fo conftru&ed, placed ard
managed, as to kecp.the veflels upon the coaft

pdiesprdswhich ate, inde

at all times corre@ly .informed of what is
. . %
7

3

pafling upon the whole line of coaft, F8
Flulhing to Bayonne a report is exchang
timesa day ; at daylight, Lo o’clock, A.
2 poMoand jult befere [unfet. So that at Fil
ing they know faur times a day what is paflfg
at fea, within fight of the bigheft hill in
neighbourhood of Bayenné, and of courfe tl
are informed of what is pafling near all the
mediate ports of the coaft. The faime fyft
is eftablihed along the coaft of the Medi
rancan, from the Gulph of Spezzia to Ro
The coalting veflels thus inftruted how:
mave, thus kept conflantly in a flate of pe
fe@t kuowledge as to the fituation of @
fleets or cruifers, are able to fail in fafe
carrying on their trade in as much fecuri
as it thole fhips were not in exiftence ; adgy
this only, as I (hall hereafter prove to youk
Majelly, from caules which prevent the n
ceffary exertions from being made, and wh
caules may inftantly and ecufily be removed 3¢
The advantages to the nations (for the
are many) which carry on this commerce,. aff®:
ot greater than they are to Napoleon himfs :
felf, in his views of conqueflt and dominionf S a8
From this commerce, notwithftanding outiis
opinion to the contrary, he derives no {ma
part of his revenue through the means of
ftamp-tax, impofed upon every article ex
ported or imported ; and hence he is able td
difpenfe with direct taxes, which arg_ali!gg
trave uhiformly ended in exciting the feelings
and producing the ats, under which fo many¥
governinents have perifhed.  This is a greagy
By the means of this commerce he
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difguiles trom his people the burdens which!
they bear. Itis indeed 2 grofs impofition
to tell a people, that commerce pays taxes,jgt
the fad being that thofe taxes fill fall upontE=s
the people themfelves ; but, as your Majelty /AR
mult have obferved, it is an impofition, it is}
a traud, it is an a&l of duplicity and knavery, §
the fuccels of which, in other countries, war=
rants the belief, that itimuit be greatly ufe-
ful to your Majefty’s implacable and power-§
ful enemy. * Vers much, then, are your Ma- §
jeflty's fervants deceived, when they fuppole,
that the Ewperor Napolcon has no cuftom- e
houte whereat to colie@t dutids, His feale
may not be {o noble as to afford him Dukes
for receivers ; he may not have Marquiffés ¥
for colle&ors, Baronets for whirfingers, and
Knights ot the Lagle for wine-talters ; but
I am of opinion, that his'cuftoin-houfe yields
him a much greater clear revenue than is,
derived from any fimilar eftablifinhent in the
world—and that it affords him the means of
drawing upon other fources of taxation with
fo fparing a hand, that hi- people, efpecially
within the ancient boundaries ot France, have
realon to congratulate themfelves upon the
comparative lightnefs of their burthens.—A
great many of your Majelty's fubje&s, in.
cluding fome in high ftation, have at differ-
ent times expreifed their aftonifhment, and
indeed their vexation, that the prople of
France fhould be flow in rebelling again{t
their Emperor, with whom your majefty
made a treaty of peace and ¢ amity” ‘only
about feven or cight years ago; but if they
had been informed of the fatls here flated,
relative to the commerce of France, and ef-
pecially relative to the revenue yiclded by
that commerce, together with the relief given
thereby to all the other fources of taxation,
itfelf not appearing as a tax ; if they had
been duly informed of thele falts, and had
been poficfTed of but a very moderate portion
of that fort of knowledge which enables men
to trace popular difcontent to their real
caules—they never would have entertained a
hope of {ecing a vebellion in Francs.

But great as are the fidancial advantages
of this commerce, Napoleon derives from it
the fill greater advantages attending fuch a
nurfery of feamen. It has been moft clearly
proved, over and over again, that for our
navy the nurfery is our coafting trade.—
There requires, therefore, nothing more to
fatisfy us, that from a coalting trade fuch as
I have defcribed, the advantage to Napoleon
is fo great as to excite well-grotnded alarm
in the mind of every refle@ing Englithman,
It is from this copious fource that the Empe-
ror of France has drawn thofe hundreds of
thoufande of feamen with whom he has man.
ned his fleets and fquadrons for many years
pafty and which fieets and fquadrons, thouglh
always hitherto defeated, and in many in.
ftances captured and deftroyed, by the fupe-
rior fkill and valour of your inajefty’s fleets,
anfwer the terrible purpole of caufing us to
keep up a force, by land as well as by fea, {0
immenfe, fo difproportionate to our popula-
tion and our pecuniary means, that the coun-
try is ftripped of its youth and its vigour,4.
the fields are left to Le filled by the. poor and
the decrepit—and the taxes are fo general
and fo heavy, and the anticipations upou
them fo groat—that ‘Hope, which alleviates
all other burthens, here refufes her fofta:s
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